Bradworthy Primary Academy

Monday 1st March 2021

Hello Everyone,

I hope you’re all Ok and managed to enjoy the beautiful weather. I always reckon that a bit of sunshine makes everything more bearable.

Even better than the sunshine is the fact that we’re all going to be back in school from next Monday on 8th March. It goes without saying that we’re delighted and whilst the pandemic is far from over it’s great to be taking a few small steps back to normality.

I hope that all of the children who have been off are looking forward to getting back too. This has been an isolating experience for a lot of people and I’m sure they are desperate to see their friends.

I’m also sure that they will be equally happy to see their teachers and get back to work in school !!!

I think I can speak for everyone when I say that it will be good to see the back of Home-Learning !!

This is obviously all very positive, however I would like to make the point that lockdown isn’t over. As a school we will continue to be taking measures to ensure that the very low levels of COVID present locally continue, and that the safety of children, their families and our staff is ensured as far as this is possible.

Thank you for your support with this. 

Before we get to the practicalities of our return I think it’s worth thinking about the fact that so many of our children will have been away from school since the middle of December – which is three months.

For a lot of children this is going to be quite big deal. I’m sure there will be plenty of nerves and I don’t think we should underestimate this.

Simply being around other people for the first time in a long while is going to have its challenges and whilst it’s going to be good for everyone to get back to some sort of routine we are fully aware that for some children this is going to be hard.

I want to reassure you all that as a staff we are fully aware of the support that we will need to provide, and fully committed to getting our normal happy, positive environment back up and running. 
As of Monday 8th March school will be operating as it did before Christmas during the Autumn Term.

Detailed information is available from the Coronavirus Section of our website, however the following are the key points:

The children will be grouped as follows in secure “bubbles” which will not mix during the school day (this will include break periods):

· Reception Class

· Years One and Two

· Years Three and Four

· Years Five and Six

Entry to, and exit from, school will be as follows:

· Reception – through their outdoor play area.

· Years One and Two – through their fire doors.

· Year Three and Four – through the main school door.

· Years Five and Six – through their fire doors.

School hours will be as follows:

Reception Children should arrive in the period up to 9.10am and will be collected from 3.20pm.

Children in Years One, Two, Three and Four should arrive in the period up to 9.00am and be collected at 3.30pm.

Children in Years Five and Six should arrive in the period up to 8.50am and be collected at 3.40pm.

“The period up to” means children arriving in the ten of fifteen minute period before their class start time. This will hopefully avoid the need for large groups of adults to gather outside school.

Where possible please drop the children off and let them come in by themselves. 

If you have children in different “bubbles” you are free to drop off and collect them at the same time so that you don’t have to spend a lot of time on the school site.

Please choose the earliest drop off time in the morning and the latest one at the end of the day.

In all instances we would ask that adults spend as little time as possible on the school site. 

Adults should not accompany their children into school.

If you need to speak with us urgently please knock on the office window, or a class fire door when dropping off or picking up. If things aren’t urgent please get in touch with the office by email or telephone so we can get back to you.

Please don’t let the above stop you from getting in touch if you want to.

Our before and after school service will be in operation from 8th March as will a number of school clubs (more information about this will follow later in the week).

You can drop your children off from 8.00am each morning. Please enter school though the main doors and sign children in on the sheet which is just inside them.

Children can be signed in for our after school service each morning.

They must be signed out on collection.

Children can be collected from class fire doors, or outside after a sports club, however if they are in Years Three or Four, or climbing, you may have to come into school to collect them. If you are doing this masks must be worn without exception. There is a box just inside the main doors if you’ve forgotten yours.

Please note that for staffing reasons children in Reception will be “bubbled” with children in Years One and Two after school – as they have been for the children of key workers throughout this latest period of closure. 

Our school kitchens will be open as normal.

The latest menu is available on our website.

Please make sure we get orders using the order slips or by emailing the office by Monday morning each week.
School transport will be operating as normal from Monday 8th March.

Finally can I point out that we will not be testing children for COVID in school.

The government has decided that this is unnecessary in primary schools so it won’t be happening.

I’m sure that there will be lots of other things to think about and, as I said our full policy can be downloaded from our website, however I hope that this letter covers the main points.

Please email me (richardstp@btinternet.com) or the school office (info@bradworthy.devon.sch.uk) if you’ve got any queries or thoughts.

Hopefully the next time I get in touch it will be more to do with what’s going on in school than COVID.

I’m sure that this will be the start of a road back to normality.

Take Care.

Richard (Headteacher Bradworthy Academy)

