Bradworthy Primary Academy

COVID-19 Policy

These adjustments to our agreed COVID-19 Policy are applicable from Monday 5th October 2020.

They follow a review of this policy in the light of monitoring of procedures and take account of the views expressed by interested parties.

The hard work of our staff, the willingness of our children to settle in, in such a relaxed and happy way, and the support we have received from our parents is both recognised and hugely appreciated at this difficult time.   

Before and After School

Alterations are required to our staggered start to the school day because our procedures are leading to a congregation of parents outside school while they wait for their children to go inside. This is a particular concern where parents are dropping off children in different bubbles and are forced to “hang around”.

The following alterations have already been applied in respect of Year Three, Four, Five and Six children and have proved successful.

They will be applied to children across the school from Monday 5th October.

An exact start time for children will no longer be applied because this causes a mass arrival of children and parents, and unnecessary congregation.

Instead children will be asked to arrive as follows:

· Reception – in the period up to 9.10am

· Years One and Two – in the period up to 9.00am

· Years Three and Four – in the period up to 9.00am

· Years Five and Six – in the period up to 8.50am

· Children may not arrive before 8.40am unless they are signing in to our before school service (between 8.00am and 8.20am) or because a school bus has arrived early.
If a parent is running late and misses the 8.20am “cut-off time” they may still drop their child / children off on the basis that a couple of exceptions to this rule, now and then, isn’t going to make any real difference to anyone. 

· Where parents have children in different bubbles they should drop them off at a single time, so that the amount of time they are on our school site is minimised. If this means that some children will be a little early this will be acceptable.
Arrangements for our before school service are working well and will remain unchanged.
Arrangements for the collection of children at the end of the school day and from our after school service / clubs are working well and will remain unchanged.
Break Periods
The return of Reception children on a full-time basis has necessitated the following changes to break periods so that children can remain in their bio-secure bubbles:
Morning Breaks

Reception, Year One and Year Two break will be from 10.15am to 10.40pm.

· The Reception Bubble will use the large, gated play area.

· The Year One / Two Bubble will use the other two play areas.

Years Three, Four, Five and Six break will be from 10.40pm until 11.05am.

· The Year Three / Four Bubble will use the play area immediately outside school and the play area containing the basketball posts.

· The Year Five / Six Bubble will use the large, gated play area and the school field when available.

Lunch Break

All lunches will continue to be eaten in our classrooms.

Lunches will be delivered to Reception, Year One and Year Two.

Reception’s lunch break will be from 11.45am until 1.00pm, with the option of a later afternoon break if desired.

Reception will use the large, gated playground.

Arrangements for Years One, Two, Three and Four will remain unchanged.

Arrangements for Years Five and Six will also be unchanged, excepting that they will only have access to their outdoor play area from 1.00pm. If the field is in use they may use this before 1.00pm.

Supervision During Lunch Break
The additional work that is being undertaken inside school means that if is sometimes proving difficult for members of our Meal Time Assistant (MTA) staff to make their way to the playground.
At this time we are attempting to keep children outside as much as possible because COVID-19 transmission is very unlikely outside and it is important that we have sufficient supervision so that this can happen.

Members of MTA staff should make their way to the playground as soon as is practically possible.

If children from more than one class are on the playground there must be a minimum of two supervising adults, and preferably more.
If any member of staff finds them self alone on the playground they are now required to send the children back to their classes until another member of staff is available.

The following supervision arrangements are now in place:

· Children may not go outside until 12.30pm.

· Between 12.30pm and 1.00pm a MTA attached to our Reception Class and two other MTAs must be outside as a minimum supervision requirement.

· Between 1.00pm and 1.30pm three MTAs attached to our KS1 and KS2 classes must be outside as a minimum supervision requirement.

· Lunch break must not end any later than 1.30pm.

Monitoring and Review

All other aspects of our agreed COVID-19 Policy will remain in place and unchanged at this time.

Our ongoing review of our policy and procedures will continue with alterations and adaptations made as required.

1st October 2020.
