Bradworthy Primary Academy

COVID-19 Policy

Autumn 2020

This policy document was agreed by staff and governors in August 2020. 

It is built upon the successful manner, in which we were able to operate during “lockdown” and through the return of children during June and July 2020, and supersedes and replaces all previous policies and practices.

Rationale 

The purpose of this document is to facilitate the safe and positive return of all children at the start of the 2020/21 school Year, in September 2020. 

Government guidelines require the return of all children of Primary School Age from the start of the Autumn Term 2020, however this guidance is at best imprecise and contradictory, and the practicalities of this expectation are addressed here.
It remains the clear responsibility of the school to ensure that we have policy and practice which does everything reasonably possible to ensure the safety of our children and staff, whilst at the same time providing a learning environment which is as stimulating and positive as possible for everyone concerned.
It is our aim to balance the need for safety with our clear intention to offer the children as “normal” an environment as possible, and one which reflects and supports the school’s agreed ethos.

Attendance

Government guidance has made it very clear that all children, without exception, will be expected to return to school from the start of the new school year in September 2020.

As usual acceptable reasons for a child’s absence will be limited to medical (including required isolation related to COVID-19) and those absences authorised by the school.
It has been made clear that schools will be expected to pursue parents who do not send their children back to school with threat of fines and legal proceedings where necessary.

We do not believe that this is a productive, sensible or effective way forward.

We hope that our work in school over the Summer Term, and this policy, will reassure both parents and children and that everyone will have the confidence to start back in the new school year.

Where this is not the case our policy will be one of support so that we can work together with parents and children to build confidence and facilitate attendance which is “wanted” rather than enforced. 
COVID-19 Infection

In all instances government advice on isolation will be observed by those showing symptoms, and those in their families.

It should be noted that it is very common for children to display symptoms which, whilst possibly indicative of COVID-19, may also be related to the range of low level “bugs and viruses” that all children suffer from, from time-to-time. 

In instances where a senior member of staff has a strong reason to believe that an individual is suffering from COVID-19 the children, and staff, in the same bubble as the symptomatic person will be required to remain at home for two days so that areas occupied by them can be deep cleaned.  

This period will provide time for the confirmation of a COVID-19 infection and for advice from public health authorities to be obtained.

If a child, or member of staff, develops symptoms during the course of a day in school they will be required to immediately isolate.

Where members of staff are concerned this will involve removing themselves from school immediately.

Children will be taken to the “staff mezzanine area” where they will remain isolated until they are collected.

If the weather is appropriate it will be acceptable for children to isolate outside at one of the playground benches, however other areas of school may not be used.
Please note that it is the individual displaying symptoms who will leave school immediately, not everyone in their bubble.

It is our understanding that we will have test kits in school and we would ask all parents to comply with our request to test a child with a suspected infection at the point where they are collected so that the testing process can be started and undertaken as quickly as possible

Testing will be arranged for other individuals as a result of a positive test by an individual in their bubble, and in the event of their displaying symptoms.

If COVID-19 is confirmed, any person in school who has been in direct contact with a person who has shown symptoms (which will usually mean anyone in their class rather than everyone in their bubble) will be expected to self isolate and may not return to school for either a period of fourteen days, or until a negative test result has been obtained.

On the basis of this it may be necessary for a “whole bubble” or the wider school to close as well.
In all instances advice from health authorities will be obtained and followed.

Social Distancing 
Please understand that social distancing is not possible in a primary school environment and nor, as we have consistently said, is it appropriate for young children.
Government guidelines will not require social distancing in primary schools from September 2020.

Instead of this children will be grouped into “bubbles”. 

In so far as is practically possible, children in these bubbles will not be allowed to mix during the school day.

From September 2020 the following bubbles will be in operation in school:

· Reception

· Years One and Two

· Years Three and Four

· Years Five and Six

We will continue to explain social distancing to our children in and age appropriate way with the emphasis being on respecting other people’s “personal space”.

At no point have we undertaken measures, which we believed to be extreme or inappropriate such as marking individual spaces on the playground in which children must remain, and this will remain the case.
Staff will be available throughout the school so that children can be constantly reminded and supported with our requirements. 

There is clear guidance from the government that children should sit in rows facing their teacher – who will be teaching from the front.

Unfortunately the size and layout of our classrooms will make this difficult / impossible to achieve. 

It will be left to the discretion of individual teachers to organise their rooms as they see fit, obviously taking into account the various issues outlined in this document, and elsewhere, whilst doing so.

Specific arrangements for individual classes, and the school day, are listed below.

The staffroom will be limited to a maximum of three members of staff at a time and will be only for the use of preparation of things like drinks.

Staff will be responsible for their own social distancing. Other than in the case of sports staff (who are considered below), staff will not normally be timetabled to work with children in different bubbles during the course of the same day. Social interaction between adults in different bubbles during, for example, break periods, may only take place if requirements for social distancing can be ensured. 
Hygiene

Personal hygiene, such as hand-washing, and the cleanliness of the school, is of vital importance.

Hand-gel will be available at all entrances to school and anyone entering or leaving school will be expected to use this.

Hand-washing / sanitising will be required at the beginning and end of every class session.

Tissues will be available in every space which is use and regularly replenished so that they are always available. There will be bins available for the safe disposal of tissues.

Internal doors will be kept open so that we are able to move through school without touching them.

The main doors will be locked during school hours, from 9.10am until 3.20pm, so that security key-pads do not have to be used.  

The key to these doors will be kept beside the doors so that they can be easily opened if necessary; for example in the event of the need for an emergency evacuation.

Where possible all windows will be kept open.

The use of shared resources will be kept to a minimum and where things are in use by multiple children they will be properly cleaned / sterilised on a regular basis.

Areas of school in use by children and staff will be cleaned daily and “deep cleaned” at least weekly so that the risk of infection between different groups is minimised.

Sterilisation equipment will be available in all classrooms so that shared equipment can be sterilised on an on-going basis throughout the school week.

Toilet areas will be cleaned twice daily.

Computer equipment will be cleaned immediately after each use. 
Dirty dishes / cups must not be allowed to accumulate in the staffroom. It is important that they are cleaned immediately so that the risk of any infection is removed.

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
The government has made their view entirely clear that PPE is neither effective nor required in a primary school setting.

Members of staff and children will not be required to wear PPE.

This said PPE will be made available on a daily basis for any member of staff, or child, who requests this.

PPE (masks and gloves) must be worn by any member of staff who is administering first aid. These items must be disposed of separately from normal waste in provided medical bags.

The wearing of masks will be required by children in Years Five and Six if they are using the school minibus. They will be provided by the school.

The School Day
Official school hours will be from 9.00am to 3.30pm each day, however there will be a staggered start and end to each day, as described below:

· Reception children will arrive at 9.10am and leave at the end of the day at 3.20pm (although specific arrangements are in place for the arrival and departure of children at lunch time during their induction phase).

They will enter / leave school through Reception’s outdoor area.

· Years One and Two will arrive at 9.00am and leave at 3.30pm each day.
They will enter / leave school through their fire doors.

· Years Three and Four will also arrive at 9.00am and leave at 3.30pm each day.

They will enter / leave school through the main school doors and proceed to their classrooms through school corridors (in the case of Year Four this will be the corridor leading to the school hall).
· Years Five and Six will arrive at 8.50am and leave at 3.40pm each day.

They will enter / leave school through their fire doors. 

· Children who travel to and from school on school buses will obviously arrive and leave at the time of the school buses. On arrival each morning they should make their way to their classrooms, entering school as describe above.

Their departure will be supervised by school staff.

We would ask that parents remain outside of the school buildings when picking up and dropping off children, and that they spend as little time as possible on our school site.
As always our staff will be available to parents however we would ask that arrangements for contact are made through the school office (which is normally open from 8.00am to 4.00pm each day).

Alternatively parents are free to use class email addresses for communication. 

This shouldn’t stop anyone from getting in touch as communication with parents about any matter, however small, is very important to us.

If direct communication with teaching, or admin, staff is essential, as a result of some emergency, and having failed to get in touch in any other way, parents must make every effort to come into school before 8.30am, or after the end of the school day.

Before and After School Provision

A limited before and after school service will restart on Monday 7th September.

As usual this service will be free.

Where essential (because of a lack of childcare and the demands of work) children will be allowed to start school as early as 8.00am and finish as late as 5.30pm.

This is intended as an essential service rather than as an opportunity for children to remain in school for social reasons.

If children are using this service parents will be asked to explain their need.

We are mindful of the need to try and ensure children remain in their “bubbles” both before and after normal school hours.

Children arriving early at the start of the school day must arrive between 8.00am and 8.20am. They must enter school through our main doors and be signed in on a register which will be available here (older children may sign themselves in). They must then proceed immediately to their classroom and settle with an activity.
Children who are using our afterschool provision will be grouped with other children according to the “bubbles” described above.

These children will need to be collected by their parents from and signed out as normal. Older children may sign themselves out with the permission of a member of staff.

Where possible we would ask parents to collect their children from external fire doors, however this might not be possible because not all of our classrooms (such as those in use for Years Three and Four) have doors to the outside of school.

Adults who are entering school to collect children will be required to wear a mask.

Afterschool provision will not be available on Friday evenings when the school will close at the end of the school day for “deep cleaning”.

It is hoped that a full before and afterschool service will be available as soon as possible.

After School Clubs

A limited range of after school clubs will be available from Monday 14th September.

Parents will be advised of the clubs which will be available in the week prior to their start. 
Clubs will be offered to children in a certain bubble. For example a Year Three / Four Football Club will only be attended by children in the Year Three / Four Bubble.

Children will need to register for our after school provision if they are attending an afterschool club. Wherever possible we would ask that children are collected at the end of their club at 4.45pm.

Clubs will only run if there are sufficient children wishing to take part.

School Dinners

Our school kitchens will be fully open for lunch from the start of term, however our break service will not be available until further notice.

As normal children will be able to have a school dinner, or to bring in a packed lunch, and all children who normally receive free dinners (all children in Reception, Year One and Two, and all other children who are entitled) will do so.
Children, other than those in Reception, will be required to bring their own drinks in an appropriate bottle. These can obviously be refilled with water during the day. 

Menus will be available on our school web-site.

Ordering will take place as it normally does, and as explained on our web-site. 

Children will eat their dinner in their classes. 

School dinners will be delivered / collected as follows:

· Reception will not initially be in school for lunch. When they do start to attend their meals will be delivered to their classroom at 12 noon.

· Year One will have dinners delivered at 12.15pm before Year Three collect their meals immediately afterwards.
· Year Two will have dinners delivered at 12.30pm before Year Four collect theirs
· Year Five and Year Six will collect their meals immediately after Year Four at 12.45pm.

Times are subject to change according to the speed of service.
Non-kitchen staff will deliver meals to classrooms. 

A trolley and buckets will be left at each end of the school for the collection of dirty dishes / cutlery and waste food.

Segregation between children in different bubbles will be maintained.

Morning and Lunch Breaks

Segregation between children in different groups will be maintained, however it must be understood that the practicalities of movement around school mean that there will occasions when children in different groups may pass each other in corridors, for example.
Wherever possible we will seek to avoid the need for staggered break periods.

This said Years Three and Five share cloakroom areas which are very close together.

We will organise a five minute gap between these children’s access to these areas.
Outdoor space will be used as follows:
· Reception – their outdoor play area during their induction period.

· Year One / Two Bubble – the playground immediately outside reception.

· Year Three / Four Bubble – the playground with the basketball posts.

· Year Five / Six Bubble – the playground with football goals.

The school field will be divided into sections and used during break periods for additional space whenever the weather permits.

The use of outdoor space will be reviewed on an on-going basis, with adaptations made to our procedures as necessary.

Toilets
Toilets will be used as follows:

Reception and Year One -
Reception Toilets

Other Groups -

Main School Toilets

Please note that the maximum number of children in a toilet area at any one time will be four (on the basis tht this is one child per cubical / urinal and one washing their hands).
It is recognised that break periods are likely to prove a difficult “pinch-point” because it is at this time that demand for toilets is likely to be highest.
In order to try and circumvent this, children will be encouraged to use toilets during lesson periods rather than waiting for breaks.

If it becomes necessary to queue for toilets this will be done in the direction of the school office, with those in the queue remaining at least 1m apart from each other.

Children may not use toilets to change clothes in.   

Toilets will be cleaned twice daily.

First Aid

Members of staff who are administering first aid will be in close contact with children.

Staff will be required to wear a mask, gloves and a plastic apron when administering first aid. These are available in the staff room and in Year Six.

Waste materials will be placed in a “bio-secure bag” and this will be sealed before being placed on the teacher’s mezzanine for safe disposal. 
Bringing Things into School

Children will be asked to keep the things that they bring into school to an absolute minimum.

Beyond normal school uniform this must be limited to their sports kit (including appropriate footwear for the activities they are involved in), a coat, packed lunches (if school dinners aren’t being taken) and a reading bag / record.

Older children may bring in a simple pencil case which will fit into a school tray (the contents of which not being permitted to be shared with other children).

Younger children, who are not normally in the habit of bringing in pencil cases, will not be permitted to bring them in.

It is our intention to keep cloakroom areas as clear and “clutter free” as possible so that children will be able to collect / leave things as quickly as possible so that the time spent in these small, and potentially congested, areas is kept to an absolute minimum.

Where bags are being brought in they should be limited to a PE Bag (which should be left on a child’s peg during the week and removed for cleaning each weekend), a Reading Bag / Record (which must be taken into class each day) and where necessary an additional bag containing things like packed lunches (which will be stored in classrooms wherever possible).
Sport
We intend to operate outside the school building as much as possible, and sport will be a part of this. 

Children will change for sport in their classrooms.

Children will not be allowed to enter our sports equipment store-shed.

All sports equipment will be sterilised after use, or left for 72 hours, before reuse.

The nature of sports teaching is such that it takes place in large areas, and usually outside, which means that there is no necessity for members of staff to be in close contact with children.
We do not see any issues relating to the fact that sports staff will be teaching across different bubbles.

School Library
Children will not be permitted to use the school library at the current time.

Computer equipment may be used with the permission, and supervision, of school staff and must be cleaned immediately after each use.
The library will not be used for small group teaching and individual support at this time.

Our librarian will be available during the week to support the use of library books by our children.
These books will be available for children to access in their classes and because each selection will only be in use by a specific bubble sterilisation will not be necessary until the books leave the class.

The use of our reading scheme books will be controlled in a similar way by members of school staff.

We will not normally be permitting children to take library books out of school, however children will be permitted to take reading scheme books home.

If a book has been out of school it must be taken out of circulation (as described below) as soon as a child has finished with it and before any other child, including those in the same “bubble”, is permitted to read it.

All used books will be taken out of circulation and placed in a collection box where they will remain for 72 hours (the time required for any infection to pass) before being returned to the library shelves for further use.
General
Large social gatherings, such as assembly, will not take place.

Digital thermometers will be available in each “bubble”.

The temperature of all children will be taken each morning on their arrival in school.

If a child’s temperature is significantly above average we will determine whether or not any other symptoms are present. If other symptoms are present parents will be asked to take their child home for the day.

If COVID-19 is suspected, and if a child has already mixed with others in their bubble, the procedures outlined in this policy will be followed. 

Visitors to school, including volunteer parents, will not be permitted in school until further notice.

If there is a need for a contractor to visit school this will, ideally, be organised for a time when the school is empty. Where this is not possible all contact with children will be completely avoided and contact with staff kept to an absolute minimum. 

Support for “Home Education” will not be available during the Autumn Term (unless the school is forced to close) as all children will have returned to school.
On the basis that we are advised that infection in an outside environment is extremely unlikely, participation in out of school activities may be permitted in circumstances where social distance can be properly maintained, and where a thorough review of health and safety has been completed. 

In the event that school minibuses are in use their capacity will not be limited, on the basis that all users will be from within the same bubble, however passengers in Year Five and Six, and adults, will be required to wear masks when travelling. 

Transport to School

Transport to school is the responsibility of the local authority. School has no role in its provision or any arrangements which affect the service.

It is our understanding that transport will be operating as normal from the start of the school year in September 2020.

Any queries should be raised with the local authority using the contact details which are available on our web-site.

School Closure

In the event of a local spike of cases of COVID-19, and on the advice of public health authorities, it may become necessary for school to close.

If this happens we will provide parents with all available information immediately, and, if our information tells us that the closure is going to extend beyond a week, arrangements for children’s “Home Education” will go back into place.
Agreement and Review

Following consultation this policy was agreed by our staff and governors, and became school policy on Thursday 27th August 2020.

It will be reviewed and adapted on an on-going, daily, basis as local and national conditions change.

It will be discontinued, or replaced by further documentation, as necessary and on the basis of national guidance and local conditions and consultations.
