Bradworthy Primary Academy

Thursday 7th January 2021

Hello Everyone,

I hope that everyone is well.

Thanks to everyone who has been in touch to request a place in school for their child / children while we are in this latest lockdown or to ask us to send work out because internet access is an issue.

Hopefully we’ve now got a final list.

Home Learning
So far as sending work out is concerned, we’ll be doing this on Monday morning so you should have things the following day or Wednesday at the latest.

We’ll keep sending things out at various points as the weeks go by. You won’t have to ask again.

There is an expectation from the government that children spend about three hours each day involved in education. This sounds like a lot but it includes things like reading, work on computer based activities like Edshed, arts and physical activity like the things Joe Wicks puts on YouTube
Whilst we don’t think that it’s desirable for children to be “chained to the kitchen table” for hours on end it is important that they do access and work on the things we are setting them – especially as this lockdown could be long-lasting.
Children tend to respond better when they have structure so it’s a good idea to establish a daily routine of some sort and maybe even get them to wear their uniforms when working so things feel a bit more school like.

If you have any problems please get in touch as we’ll do whatever we can to help.

As a school we are under pressure to keep in touch with children on a weekly basis. This is to try and make sure they are accessing work but also, and very importantly, to ensure everyone is safe and well.

Please keep in touch with us.

We will be running our “blog site” again (you’ll get new login details over the next couple of days – please get in touch if you haven’t got this by Monday evening) and this is probably the best way of doing this. Older children can get in touch themselves and beyond checking in the “blogs” will also be used to support the children’s home working.
Alternatively you can use the class email address which have been set up. Details relating to this are on your children’s class pages.

Your child’s teachers will be available each day, unless they are on duty in school. Please check out the children’s class pages for information about this and about the children’s home learning.

If you need passwords for other things, such as Edshed please get in touch with your child’s teacher.

I know that home learning is challenging and as a parent I certainly know how difficult it is to get our own children to do just about anything, let alone a maths activity.

Please don’t “beat yourselves up” if things go badly because its guaranteed that they will at some points. 

If you want my advice “back off” if you’re heading for a blazing row and try again another time, or even another day. Having experienced many “flash points” myself over the years I know that if everyone is stressed it won’t achieve anything

All we can do is our best.

If you need anything please get in touch.

Children Attending School
We’ve got reasonably high numbers of children in school but nothing we can’t cope with and I’m sure things will go smoothly once we’re up and running on Monday.

You should have had an email confirming places already

We’ll assume that the places you’ve asked for will be the same each week so that you don’t have to keep emailing us.

Please let us know if anything changes so that we are properly staffed at all times.

Before I go any further can I repeat something we’ve said many times before:
Social distancing in a primary school is impossible and whilst we’ll do everything that we can to try and limit the spread of COVID-19 everyone has to understand that this may not be possible.

We’ve remained COVID free up to now which gives us confidence that what we’re doing is appropriate, however if I’m being honest remaining this way is probably down to luck as much as anything.

We will be organising the children in to two groups as follows:

Group One will be made up of children from Reception, Year One, Year Two and Year Three.
They will enter school through Reception’s outdoor play area and will use the Classrooms used by Year One and Year Two.

They will use reception toilets during the school day.

Group Two will be made up of children from Years Four, Five and Six.

They will enter school through the main school doors and will use our Year Five and Six classrooms.

They will use the main school toilets.

Children in different groups, and staff assigned to these groups, will not mix during the school day.

Each group will be supervised by at least three adults (on a rota basis) which will enable us to cater for individual needs, however children will not be attending lessons as they normally do.
Our staff will support the children with the things that their teachers have set for home learning, however we do not have sufficient computer equipment for all children to use them at the same time.

Wherever possible children should bring home learning materials with them.

Please note that children should arrive from about 8.45am in the period up to 9.00am.
Parents will not be allowed in school and should leave the school grounds as quickly as possible.

You can contact us by speaking to whoever is supervising the children’s arrival or by getting in touch with our office.

Children will need to be collected between 3.30pm and 3.40pm each day.

There will be no before or after school service at this time and no school clubs.

At this point we will not be serving school dinners so children will need to bring a packed lunch, snacks and a drink each day.

We will obviously let you know when our kitchens do reopen.

All children will be required to wear full school uniform at all times and will also need their sports kits in school (which can be left in school and taken home each weekend).

If we are expecting your child on a certain day and they are not coming in (because they are ill for example) please get in touch with us as you normally would. We are required to follow up absences and your getting in touch with us saves us a lot of time.
Beyond the above school will be operating as it has been over the last few months and as already explained in the policies you’ve been sent, and which are available on our web-site.

We will use our web-site to keep you up-to-date with any changes or any new information as necessary.

Thanks for taking the time to read all of this.

I can honestly say that we all hope that this nightmare will be over in the near future.

Please get in touch if you need anything.

Take Care

Richard (Headteacher Bradworthy Academy)

