Hello Everyone,

Obviously you will have heard the great news from the government last night!

I really thought there was a good chance of starting to get back to normal this term and I really couldn't have predicted these closures, even as recently as the end of last term. The thought of being closed for the next six weeks and possibly all term is especially upsetting when you consider how well the children had settled back in school after the summer and how hard they were working to progress after our last closure.

It goes without saying that we will be providing home learning, as we did last time we were closed, and that it is very important that all children are able to access this. If you haven't got access to things like computers or easy access to the internet please get in touch as soon as possible so that we can post things to you.
I know that home learning can be very challenging, however I also know that another two or three months without access to education on top of the six months some have already suffered is going to be damaging and we want to do whatever we can to support this.

We’ll let you have more information later this week.

We will be open for children in the vulnerable category and for those of key workers from Monday.
This will not be a drop in service. In every instance you must request a place in advance so that we can ensure we have staff in place.
Please do this straight away and no later than Thursday evening this week.

The definition of vulnerable is very narrow (normally limited to children on an EHCP and those who have a child protection or child in need plan or who are "looked after") however the key worker category is very wide. I've attached a pdf so you can see if you qualify.
Can I please stress that we are meant to be in a period of lockdown so that the spread of the virus can be controlled and that the government's view is very clear that we should remain at home. Provision for key workers should only be made available when there are no other alternatives.

We will not be running any before of after school provision during this period which means school will be open from 8.50am each morning until 3.40pm each afternoon. 
There will be no school clubs and for the time being our kitchens will be closed.

We do not yet have any firm information about those entitled to free school meals, however it is our understanding that vouchers will be made available (this will not apply to all children in Reception and KS1 who normally get free meals because of their age).
Children attending school will need a packed lunch.

School is not responsible for school transport arrangements and we currently have no information from the local authority about whether or not this will be in operation.

If you think that we may be able to help in any way please get in touch.

Clearly we’re all going to be involved in another very difficult period.

Take Care.
Richard (Headteacher Bradworthy Academy)
