Bradworthy Primary Academy

Friday 24th July 2020

Dear Parents,

As we’ve finally made it to the end of what has turned out to be one on the strangest and most difficult school years that I, for one, have ever experienced I thought that it would be a good idea to write a short letter.

This is the first letter for ages where COVID-19 isn’t the main subject and I think we all need to be grateful for this !

This said I’d like to start by thanking everyone on our staff for the positive and supportive way in which they have approached these last few months.

We are all very lucky to have such a dedicated bunch of people involved with our school and our children and, when we hear about the difficulties that so many schools have had, it is brilliant to be able to work with people who simply want the best for the children.

Year Six Leavers
We held our annual Leavers’ Assembly yesterday and it was wonderful to be able to welcome the parents of children in Year Six into school for this.
This was a wonderful occasion and I want to put on record that I have never felt prouder of any group that I have ever worked with, than I do of the children in Year Six this year.

They have all had so much to deal with over the second part of the year as a result of COVID-19 and I think that the way they have risen to this challenge, remaining positive, enthusiastic and so full of life, is truly remarkable.

I van honestly say that the last couple of weeks has been a high point in my thirty years teaching. Being able to share some kayaking, abseiling, hill walking and surfing with Year Six has been wonderful; even if I’ve been pushed in the canal and splashed more times than I would have liked !

The last week was a wonderful experience with a day at and Aqua-Park and a Leavers’ BBQ and water-fight on the last day of term.

This year’s Year Six are a remarkable group of people. 

I believe that they have developed the strength, desire and independence to achieve whatever they want in life and, whilst I’m sure they will all have moments when they will be the World’s worst teenager, I know that they will go on to achieve great things in life.

Whatever these achievements may be, I hope they will be happy in everything they do and remember all of the wonderful things they have been part of at Bradworthy, keeping a place in their hearts for us, as we will for them.

I’d really like to thank the hundred or so people who turned out in the pouring rain to stand on Mill Road and applaud our Year Six children as they left school on their final afternoon.
This was a very special moment.
Our New School Year – September 2020

COVID-19

It has been great to see nearly all of our children back in school for a few days over the last couple of weeks. I think that everyone had a positive experience and I really hope that the children will now be looking forward to their return in September, rather than worrying about this.

I want to reassure everyone that school will be as close to normal as possible when the children come back, as it has been over the last couple of months for those children who have been attending.

We are several weeks away from this and there is plenty of time for things to change so we’re not going to bother you with specific details, however these are some of the procedures that we will be operating under:

· The government expects that all children will return to school in September, without any exceptions.

· Children will be taught in full class groups.

· As far as it is practically possible these groups will operate in “bio-secure bubbles” and will not mix with children in other “bubbles” during the school day.

· We will be operating a staggered start, and end, to each school day, and, where necessary, staggered break and lunch periods.

· We have no information from Devon County Council about the availability of school transport at this time.

· Our kitchens will be open and offering a full service, however we will not be offering our break service for the time being.

· Children and staff will not be required to wear masks unless they are using one of the school minibuses.
· Arrangements for hygiene, such as hand washing and deep cleaning, will remain fully in place.

· It is our intention to re-introduce our before and after school provision, and to restart school clubs, as soon as possible in the new school year. Hopefully immediately. 

We will be in touch with specific information before the start of school in September.

The Children’s New Classes
Well over half of our children will have been off school for nearly six months when they return in September and, although some have been in school and some have kept on top of the work we have been providing for them to work on at home, we mustn’t be under any illusions that this period will have had a huge impact on our children’s development.
It goes without saying that there will be a huge gap between where our children should have been, and where they actually are.

I want to assure you all that this is something that we will be working incredibly hard to put right and in time I can assure you that the children will be back to where they should be.

Where younger children are concerned we have plenty of time on our side and we are completely confident these children will recover and go on to develop exceptionally well both in terms of academic ability and also in terms of their development as people.

Where older children are concerned we have much greater concerns because time is against us, however we are determined to do all that we can to get these children to the place they need to be before they go to secondary school.

In doing this we will not be abandoning our wide curriculum, our range of extra curricular experiences, or compromising the school ethos which we have worked so hard to develop for so many years.

Years Five and Six

We have decided to make some changes to the way that we go about teaching older children in Years Five and Six so that we have more staff involved with the children and so we can better support their school work whist at the same time giving them as many additional experiences as possible – as we always try and do.

Mrs Turner and I will be teaching Year Six together next year and Miss Runeckles will be teaching in Year Five.

The children will continue to benefit from support by other members of staff such as Mr Sentance, Simon, Alan, Elliot, Mr Moulton, Mrs Brauns and Teena.

This will enable us to protect our wide curriculum and both support and extend the children in both of these classes and I have to say that I’m really excited at the prospect of working together as a team.
Year Three 
Year Three will be taught by Mrs Musson who will be returning from maternity leave.

She will be working three days each week on a job-share basis with Mrs Davies who has worked very effectively in a range of rolls for our school over many years.

Other Classes

Other members of staff will be working in the same role as they had during this school year.

Buildings Update

As you know our school is overcrowded and our facilities limited.

We have been working incredibly hard over several years to try and raise funds for us to expand our building and give our children the environment they deserve.
Things have moved on over “lockdown” and I’d like to start by thanking Julia Foster for the work she has done in setting up a “crowd-funding” fund raiser over the last few weeks.

This has raised an amazing £10,000 and we are hopeful that we will qualify for a further £5,000 as a result of this.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this.

The incredible work of our PTA, over the last year, means that they also have around £15,000 on their books for our building project.

Thank you for your support.

This, along with reserves we have been building as a school for several years, means that we have reached a point where we fully expect to carry out the next phase of our buildings development project during the next twelve months.

We have a clear, and achievable, aim that new facilities and far more space will be available for our children in September 2021.

I can’t say how grateful we all are for the support that so many people have given over the years.

Thank you for taking the time to read all of this.

If you want to get in touch please feel free to e-mail me.

I hope everyone has a good summer and look forward to seeing everyone back in school in September.

Take Care.
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Richard Stephenson (Headteacher Bradworthy Academy)

