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The following represents our policy for reopening our school following closure in March 2020 as part of our nation’s lockdown in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
At the time of writing the government is intending that primary schools should reopen for children in Reception, Year One and Year Six on 1st June, however this is still somewhat fluid. It is anticipated that this policy will provide an appropriate way forward whenever opening may be. 

This said, in the unlikely event that opening is delayed until September there is likely to be a need for further procedures.

The following has been prepared following a seven day period of initial consultation with our staff and parents.

This document is draft and provided for consultation with staff, governors, parents and where appropriate our children.

Attendance 

Parents will not be required to send their children into school during the Summer Term.
Members of staff who are in vulnerable groups will not be required to return to school during the Summer Term.

If other members of staff have reservations about returning to school they should discuss them with the Headteacher so that a mutually agreed “way-forward” can be arranged.

Arrangements for the attendance of vulnerable children, and those with parents who are key workers, will be maintained thoroughout the Summer Term, as has been the case at all times during the lockdown period.  

COVID-19 Infection

In all instances government advice on isolation will be observed by those showing symptoms, and those in their families.

If a child, or member of staff, develops symptoms during the course of a day in school they will be required to immediately isolate.

Where members of staff are concerned this will involve removing themselves from school immediately.

Children will be taken to the “staff mezzanine area” where they will remain isolated until they are collected.
Any person in school, who has been in direct contact with a person who has shown symptoms will also be required to isolate. 

If possible testing will be arranged so that infection can be confirmed.
Social Distancing
The government has provided a range of guidance and requirements relating to this.

Social distancing will not be possible in a primary school environment, and whilst we will be making reasonable, age appropriate adjustments to the way we work, we cannot guarantee that children will be 2 metres distant from each other during the school day. 

Parents who are sending their children back to school must understand this.

Members of staff who are returning to school must also understand this.

In addition to the practical impossibility of enforcing this it is also undesirable and inappropriate for children in primary schools, especially those in Reception and Year One.

We believe that the potential for mental trauma to children who return to a school which is different beyond all their expectations would be damaging to the extent that we are unwilling to go down this route.

If children are unable to socialise and work in a collaborative manner, as they normally do, then it is inappropriate, in our view, for them to be in school.
Classes of fifteen children are too big for us to maintain any semblance of normality when things like class size and available space are considered.
The school does not have space to operate properly with children divided into small groups and in addition to this the prospect of some children being taught in their normal class with their normal teacher, whilst others are expected to endure “ad-hoc” facilities with other members of staff, or even supply staff, is unacceptable and potentially damaging for children.

We do not believe that it is appropriate for children to be educated in an environment which is significantly different from the environment that they normally experience.

In summary our policy will be one where children have the need for social distancing explained to them and where they will be asked to respect other people’s “personal space”.

We will not be undertaking measures, which we believe to extreme and inappropriate such as marking individual spaces on the playground which children must remain in, and rather we will undertake to make staff available throughout the school so that children can be constantly reminded and supported with our requirements. 

Arrangements for individual classes are listed below.

Hygiene

Personal hygiene, such as hand-washing, and the cleanliness of the school, is of vital importance.

Hand-gel will be available at all entrances to school and anyone entering or leaving school will be expected to use this.
Hand-washing will be required at the beginning and end of every class session.

Tissues will be available in every space which is use and regularly replenished so that they are always available. There will be bins available for the safe disposal of tissues.

Internal doors will be kept open so that we are able to move through school without touching them.

The main doors will be locked during school hours, from 9.00am until 3.30pm, so that security key-pads do not have to be used.  

The key to these doors will be kept beside the doors so that they can be easily opened if necessary; for example in the event of the need for an emergency evacuation.

Where possible all windows will be kept open.

The Year Four Classroom which has no external windows will not be in use.

The use of shared resources will be kept to a minimum and where things are in use by multiple children they will be properly cleaned / sterilised on a regular basis.

Areas of school in use by children and staff will be cleaned daily and “deep cleaned” at least weekly so that the risk of infection between different groups is minimised.
Toilet areas will be cleaned twice daily.

The use of toilet areas will be limited to only three children at any given time. 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
The government has continued to insist that PPE is neither effective, or required, in a primary school setting.
Members of staff and children will not be required to wear PPE.

This said PPE will be made available on a daily basis for any member of staff, or child, who requests this.
We recognise that PPE, such as masks, may well be upsetting for some children, however we will undertake to reassure and explain its use so that any trauma can be reduced and removed. 

PPE (masks and gloves) must be worn by any member of staff who is administering first aid. These items must be disposed of separately from normal waste in provided medical bags.
The School Day

Official school hours will be from 9.00am to 3.30pm each day.

There will be a staggered start and end to each day, as described below.

Parents who are returning their children to school must inform us in advance so that we can ensure staffing levels and safety.

Ideally parents will inform us of their needs for the following week by Saturday evening, however at least 24 hours must be given all instances.

Our before and after school provision, and after school clubs, will not be operating during the Summer Term, but will resume in September if possible.

Children will be encouraged to bring packed lunches, however school dinners will be made available to children, and will be free of charge for children in Reception and Year One, as well as other children who are entitled to free school meals.
We will be offering a reduced menu so that we are serving dishes which the children are able to deal with themselves, removing the need for staff to help them with things like “cutting up”.

This menu will be published on our web-site before the children return to school.

All meals will need to be ordered on Monday morning because staff will not be available to process daily orders. 

Wherever possible orders should made on line (via: info@bradworthy.devon.sch.uk) however they may also be brought into school each Monday morning in an unsealed envelope, with the child’s / children’s name(s) on the front.

Children will be required to bring their own drinks in an appropriate bottle. These can obviously be refilled with water during the day. 

Our morning break service will not be available during the Summer Term.
We intend to operate outside the school building as much as possible, and sport will be a part of this. All children will be required to have their Sports Kit, and sun-block, available each day.

Children will not be allowed to enter our sports equipment store-shed.

All sports equipment will be sterilised after 

The use of our school library will be limited to only four children at any one time.

Children will not be permitted to browse the library freely and will not be able to handle books that they are not borrowing.

Our librarian will be available for an hour each day to support the children.

The use of our reading scheme books will be controlled in a similar way by members of school staff.

Used books will be placed in a collection box where they will remain for 72 hours (the time required for any infection to pass) before being returned to the library shelves.

Children will not be permitted to bring anything beyond bare essentials, such as pens and pencils, into school.

School corridors, which are narrow, will remain out of use in so far as this is practical and possible, as outlined below.

Large social gatherings, such as assembly, will not take place during the Summer Term.
As a general rule parents will not be permitted inside the school buildings during the Summer Term, however this requirement may be relaxed, as long as social distancing is observed, if there is an important immediate need to speak to a member of staff.

In all instances contact should be made with our school office to arrange communication.

Parents should enter and leave our school grounds as quickly as possible and must avoid non-essential contact with each other whilst on school grounds.
Our school office will be open daily between 8.45am and 3.30pm, however individuals will not be permitted to enter this space.

The office door will remain open so that contact may be made at an acceptable social distance.

On the basis that we are advised that infection in an outside environment is extremely unlikely, participation in out of school activities may be permitted in circumstances where social distance can be properly maintained, and where a thorough review of health and safety has been completed. 
In the event that school minibuses return to use their capacity will be limited to only nine passengers who will be required to wear masks when travelling. 
Arrangements for Classes
The following arrangements are based on the likelihood that low numbers children return to school and are provided on the basis of our consultation with parents and staff.

They do not represent government policy.
They are provided as a way of managing the return to school of young children in a manner where school will be much less alien to them, and where we can nurture them and focus on their need to socialise and reintegrate with our staff and the members of their class.

It is hoped that these arrangements will be very temporary in nature and that we will be able to return to normal as soon as possible.
Temporary, we would hope, will mean two or three weeks. 
Reception Class
We think that, in the first instance, the most important aspect of the return of our reception is children is that they return to their own classroom in small groups which we can encourage to socially distance without the need for the implementation of upsetting and rigorous rules.

There are three possible scenarios which are dependant upon the number of children retuning to school when we reopen. We will decide which model to use when we have firm details from parents about which children will be returning.
In both of the following models parents will be free to collect their children at the end of the morning session if this is what they wish to do,

Scenario One

This model is based on a situation where eighteen children or less return to school.

Children will be split into two groups and these will be limited to nine children.

Group One will attend on Monday and Tuesday each week.

Reception will be closed on Wednesday for deep cleaning.

Group Two will attend on Thursday and Friday.

Scenario Two

This model is based on a situation where more than eighteen children return to school.

Children will be split into three groups and these will be limited to nine children.

Group one will attend on Monday.

Reception will be closed on Tuesday for deep cleaning.

Group Two will attend on Wednesday.

Reception will be closed on Thursday for deep cleaning.

Group Three will attend on Friday.
Scenario Three

This model is based on a very small number of children (which means less than nine) returning to school. In this case we will be able to open each day if this is what parents wish.

In this instance deep cleaning will take place at the end of the week.
Entrance to reception will be as normal.

Children will not have access to any other part of the school premises during the school day, other than for periods of break and sport on our playgrounds.

Meals will be taken in the children’s classroom.

Children will be asked to arrive at 9.10am and will need to be collected at 3.20pm.

Year One
Our Year One Class is too small to accommodate more than a few children at a time so we are intending to extend into the Year Two Class which is next door.

This will only be possible for as long as Year Two children remain at home.

We will limit class sizes to nine children.
There are three possible scenarios for the organisation of the children during the course of each school week.

Please read the arrangements outlined above for reception children.

Entrance to Year One will be through the fire door in Year Two.

Children will use the toilet facilities which are available next to our reception class.
Children will not have access to any other part of the school premises during the school day, other than for periods of break and sport on our playgrounds.

Meals will be taken in the children’s classroom.

Children will be asked to arrive at 9.00am each morning and be collected at 3.30pm.

Year Six

Year Six, which is a much smaller cohort, and which contains older children, will be taught as a single class.

If social distancing requires they will have access to the adjacent teaching space in Year Five and additional members of staff to supervise them.

Year Six will operate each day of the week, with cleaning taking place each evening and deep cleaning each weekend.

Entrance to Year Six will be through the fire door.

Children will use their normal toilet facilities.
Children will not have access to any other part of the school premises during the school day, other than for periods of break and sport on our playgrounds or field.

Meals will be taken in the children’s classroom.

Children in Year Six will be asked to arrive at 8.50am and be collected at 3.40pm. 

Key Worker / Vulnerable Children Group

Arrangements for school attendance for children in these groups will remain in place each day during the Summer Term.

Children will be required to enter school through the main doors and go immediately to our Year Three Classroom. If the number of children in this group exceeds nine children they will be relocated to our school hall.

Children in this group who are also in Reception, Year One or Year Six will be able to join other children in their class as part of out rota, but will have to attend our vulnerable children / key worker group on other days.

These children will use the toilets which are in our main building.

Children will not have access to any other part of the school premises during the school day, other than for periods of break and sport on our playgrounds or field.

Meals will be taken in the children’s classroom.

These children will be asked to arrive at 9.00am and be collected at 3.30pm. 

Transport to School
Transport to school is the responsibility of our local authority and they have undertaken to provide this wherever possible.

Parents will be required to inform school in relation to their requirements for transport so that this can be passed on to the authority.

Transport will not be available unless parents supply this information.
Visitors to School and Volunteers
Visitors to school, including volunteer parents, will not be permitted in school during the Summer Term.
Home Education
We will endeavour to continue to provide educational activities for children who are at home during this period.
This provision will remain unchanged for children in Years Two, Three, Four and Five who will not be returning to school in the near future.

Teachers in other age groups will be engaged in school, and home provision for children in these classes will be reduced.

Wherever possible we will continue to place the activities we are doing in school online, however we will not be able to provide regular online support sessions for children who are not in school.

Agreement and Review

Following consultation this policy was be agreed by our staff and governors and became school policy on Friday 22nd May 2020.
It will be reviewed and adapted on an on-going, daily, basis as local and national conditions change.

It will be discontinued, or replaced by further documentation, as necessary and on the basis of national guidance and local conditions and consultations.

