Bradworthy Primary Academy
Saturday 16th May 2020

Hello Everyone,

I hope you are all safe and well and managing to enjoy the weekend weather.

As you can probably imagine our staff have spent quite a lot of time thinking about the government's plan to get some children back to school on June 1st and it's got to be said that whilst we are all desperate to get back we also have a number of reservations and concerns. The reason for this e-mail is to try and find out what you, as parents think and I hope that you will reply to this e-mail with your views.

At this point we are only talking about children in Reception, Year One and Year Six, however I would like to hear from anyone who wishes to get in touch because the government has said that all children will return before the summer break.
(Please note that children who are vulnerable, or who have parents who are key workers, will still be able to attend school as they do now)

I  know what a huge decision it will be deciding whether or not to send you children back, as I've got to make the same choice regarding my grandson Oscar (who is nearly three) in the near future. I've got to say that at this point his mother and I really don't know what we're going to do. 

I would like to make it clear that in the end the decision will be yours and that there will be no comeback or repercussions for any family that decides  not to send their children back at this time.

I'd like to explain some of the issues that we are all facing:

· I suspect that children will be expecting to come back to a normal school environment when they return. The governments requirements have made it quite clear that school will not be running as normal. We are concerned that the stark difference between normal school life and rthe way we will now be forced to opperate will be potentially unsettling and frightening for them.

· We have always run a school where children have been encouraged to work and socialise closely, and where they have been offered a huge range of activities beyond their Class desks, so that they develop into fully rounded people. We are concerned that enforcing a model where children are forced to sit at "socially distant" desks throughout the day will actually do more damage to children than good.

· Children, and especially those who are young, need to socialise and the government's requirements will make this close to impossible.

· We anticipate a range of issues relating to the mental health of our children at a time when they are potentially being up-rooted from a place of safety at home and forced back into and uncertain and very different World at school. 

· We are concerned about operating a school day where children are only permitted to be in the company of a very limited number of adults, where small groups are not permitted to mix with each other, and where parents will not be permitted into school buildings.

· We are concerned about how to organise our already overcrowded school, so that children are in groups no-bigger than fifteen. When we reach a point where all children have returned this will be impossible.

· We are concerned about children having to share limited facilities, such as toilets, ad about how they will move around school along corridors which are less than 2m wide.

· We have no idea how the local authority is intending to organise travel to school for those children who are entitled to this.

· If some children attend school it will be very difficult to continue to provide home schooling for those who do not, which has an even greater potential to disrupt their education.

· Surely testing people when they show symptoms is too late and we are concerned that there appears to be no plan for proper and regular testing of staff and children at the present.

· Sending primary children back in June, but not secondary children, makes us feel like we are taking part in an experiment and this makes us uneasy.

Let’s be honest about this there is no realistic way of keeping small children socially distant. Whatever we end up deciding to do there would be no way we would be able to guarantee that this would be the case.

In addition to all of the above (and I'm sure that there will be a range of issues that you can think of that I've missed out) I'm really not sure that we are operating on the basis of secure scientific evidence.
It does seem clear that very few children are badly effected by COVID-19 themselves, however their seems to be very little evidence connected to the role that they might play in spreading the disease and the thought of them becoming infected and carrying the disease out into the community and to vulnerable people must be a concern.

The list of things that we all have to think about could go on, and on, and on …..

We as a school will come to a conclusion about how we are going to move forward and operate in the next week, so that we can plan for the future.

Please take the time to tell us what you think so that we can take this into account as we do this.

Thanks for taking the time to read all of this.

Stay Safe.

Richard (Headteacher Bradworthy Academy)

(I'll be putting this e-mail in the Coronavirus Section of our web-site. If you know of anyone who hasn't received this e-mail please direct them here)

 

