Bradworthy Primary Academy

Friday 20th March 2020

Dear Parents,

We’ve finally received “information of a sort” from the government about key workers and although the language is still somewhat imprecise we are now in a position to explain how the school will be going forward from Monday when the school is “closed”.

First of all can we be clear that these measures are intended to reduce the spread of coronavirus and that wherever possible children should remain at home, regardless of whether they are in a “vulnerable group” or their parents a key worker.

Our Staff are also required to abide by the advice to socially isolate wherever possible and this means we will be opening on Monday with a “skeleton staff” in place. 

If large numbers of children end up attending we may have to prioritise those with greatest need (such as single parents who are key workers, or families where both parents are key workers).

We want to avoid a situation where our staffing levels are overwhelmed and we are unable to operate and have to close.
I’ll explain the provision that we will be offering, after I’ve explained what we mean by “educationally vulnerable” and “key worker”.

Where essential, the following groups will have access to the school from Monday: 

Vulnerable Children:
Vulnerable children are those in social care with a named social worker, children on child protection plans, and those with Education, Health Care Plans (EHCP).
If your child is in one of these groups, and you need provision, please get in touch with the school as explained below.

Key Workers:
Key Workers have been deemed as one parent in a family and are as follows:
Health and social care
This includes but is not limited to doctors, nurses, midwives, paramedics, social workers, care workers, and other frontline health and social care staff including volunteers; the support and specialist staff required to maintain the UK’s health and social care sector; those working as part of the health and social care supply chain, including producers and distributers of medicines and medical and personal protective equipment.
Education and childcare
This includes nursery and teaching staff, social workers and those specialist education professionals who must remain active during the COVID-19 response to deliver this approach.

Key public services
This includes those essential to the running of the justice system, religious staff, charities and workers delivering key frontline services, those responsible for the management of the deceased, and journalists and broadcasters who are providing public service broadcasting.

Local and national government
This only includes those administrative occupations essential to the effective delivery of the COVID-19 response or delivering essential public services such as the payment of benefits, including in government agencies and arms length bodies.

Food and other necessary goods
This includes those involved in food production, processing, distribution, sale and delivery as well as those essential to the provision of other key goods (for example hygienic and veterinary medicines).

Public safety and national security
This includes police and support staff, Ministry of Defence civilians, contractor and armed forces personnel (those critical to the delivery of key defence and national security outputs and essential to the response to the COVID-19 pandemic), fire and rescue service employees (including support staff), National Crime Agency staff, those maintaining border security, prison and probation staff and other national security roles, including those overseas.

Transport
This includes those who will keep the air, water, road and rail passenger and freight transport modes operating during the COVID-19 response, including those working on transport systems through which supply chains pass.

Utilities, communication and financial services
This includes staff needed for essential financial services provision (including but not limited to workers in banks, building societies and financial market infrastructure), the oil, gas, electricity and water sectors (including sewerage), information technology and data infrastructure sector and primary industry supplies to continue during the COVID-19 response, as well as key staff working in the civil nuclear, chemicals, telecommunications (including but not limited to network operations, field engineering, call centre staff, IT and data infrastructure, 999 and 111 critical services), postal services and delivery, payments providers and waste disposal sectors.


If you think that you qualify for provision as a key worker you should first of all confirm with you employer that, based on their business continuity arrangements, your specific role is necessary for the continuation of this essential public service.
If this is the case, and provision for your child is essential, you need to get in touch with school immediately.
Contacting School

You may ring Sarah in our school office on 01409 241365 before the office closes today at 5.30pm.

You may e-mail me at richardstp@btinternet.com over the weekend. Please ensure that all e-mails have been sent by 5.00pm on Sunday afternoon.

It is essential that we have this information before Monday morning so that we can make necessary arrangements.

Provision for the Children

As previously said we have suspended our before and after school childcare service.
You may bring your child into school at 8.40am and in every instance they must be collected by 3.50pm at the very latest.
The school day will run from 9.00am until 3.30pm as it usually does.

Children must attend school in full school uniform, as they normally do.

Our school kitchen’s will be closed from Monday, so all children will need a packed lunch, drink and a snack for break time.
(Those of you who are entitled to free school meals have been contacted separately)

We are in the process of making arrangements to remain open over the Easter Break to cater for children if there is absolutely no other option for their care.
We will publish information about this on the “coronavirus page” on our web-site next week.

Educational Support
We have been told that we must suspend our normal curriculum.

Provision for the educational support of our children will be available through our school web-site; www.bradworthyacademy.co.uk .
having reached this use the “Children” tab at the top if the page to access the children’s “Class Page”, where our teachers will provide a range of tasks and activities for them to work on.
These activities will be posted each week and in some instances Easter “homework” will also be posted.

Support in school will be based on a childcare model and children who attend school will not be taught as normal. They will access educational support in the same way as other children, obviously using school equipment and staff will be available to support this at some points during the day.

You will be able to contact our teachers directly through our web-site at certain points each week. This information will be available on your child’s Class Page over the weekend.
To do this you will need to use the “Children Tab” and “Blogging”.

The children have been given log-on details today. 
If your child is already at home this will be posted to you today with a letter that explains how to log on.

If necessary please e-mail us to get this information.   
You can contact me at the address already given, or your child’s teacher on the Class e-mail page that we have set up. These addresses will be listed on the Class Pages on our web-site.


Thanks for taking the time to read all of this.

As you can imagine we are trying to organise all of this with very little notice, and little information from the government, and it has been incredibly time consuming.
I’d like to apologise in advance because there are bound to be teething troubles and issues. 

Please get in touch if you are having problems with anything.

As I’ve said already we will do all that we can to support you during this difficult time, and moreover we are also all desperately looking forward to getting back to school as soon as we possibly can.


Yours sincerely
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Richard Stephenson (Headteacher Bradworthy Academy)

