Bradworthy Primary Academy

Thursday 19th March 2020

Dear Parents,

I’ve got to start by saying that on a personal level I’m devastated by even the prospect of our school being closed until the end of the Summer Term.
When I think about the amazing group of children in my Class and all of the wonderful experiences and events that we’ve got planned for the Summer Term it really does make me feel emotional.
They have worked and played so hard for so many years and every one of them deserves so much more than what we seem to be facing.

This said we are determined to ride this storm and to provide as much support for all our children and the community we serve as we can.

I refuse to view tomorrow as the last day of the school year, and I’ve told the children that we all need to go forward with the hope and expectation that things will get back to normal within weeks, rather than months, and that everything that we are intending for June and July will still take place.

As we reach the end of the school day we have still had no firm information about what the government means by a “key worker” and so we have been unable to make any progress with who this might involve, and which children will be able to attend school next week.

Our understanding of “educationally vulnerable” is any child with a named social worker or any child with an Educational Health Care Plan (EHCP).

If your child is in one of these categories we will be in touch with you tomorrow to find out whether or not your child will be taking this offer up.

Government regulations are clear; only children in these groups will be able to attend school. All other children must remain at home until we reopen.

The school kitchens will be closed until further notice from Monday.

Any child who is attending school will need to bring a packed lunch and a break snack.

We’ve already been in touch with the parents of children entitled to free school meals to explain how we will be supporting them.

We will be suspending our before and after school service during the period that the school is “closed”.

If your child is attending school we will be open from 8.40am until 3.50pm each day. Children may not be on school premises outside of these hours.

Normal lessons will not take place, however a skeleton staff will be present each day, and will be available to help the children with the work that we are intending to publish on-line each week.

You will get more information about this tomorrow, however I can say that work will be posted on our new-website each week, on your child’s Class Page.
We will also be setting up a “blog site” so that both children and their parents can go online to get help form their teachers during the week. This support will include “live” sessions during the course of each week.
We will also be giving you an e-mail address for your child’s teacher so that you can make contact over anything private.

As always we’ll be in touch again as soon as we have more information.

Please get in touch if you need to.

Yours sincerely
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Richard Stephenson (Headteacher Bradworthy Academy)

