Bradworthy Primary Academy

Tuesday 17th March 2020

I know that the last thing any of you need in your lives just at the minute is another letter about coronavirus (COVID-19)– here it is anyway.

I suspect all of the following will be out of date, as it was last night, by the time you read it anyway.

At this point in time we are still being told that schools will not be closing, and whilst I’ve got to say that I personally think this is probably a reasonable way forward, I can see why the contradictions in the advice we are being given are causing concern to some people.

On the one hand we are being asked / told to avoid places like pubs and theatres and to engage in what’s being called “Social Distancing”, and on the other hand we’re being told that being together at school in a group of 250 people each day is OK.

As I said yesterday we know that the nature of the disease seems to be that symptoms in children are either extremely mild, or non-existent, and that the risk to children is exceptionally low.

However, in my opinion, were COVID-19 to occur in school it would be likely to spread very quickly, and possibly without us really noticing, and the fact is some children are living in households that contain people in the vulnerable group.
We would like to reassure everyone that we will obviously support any decision that you decide to make about whether or not you decide to send your children to school.

Please be very clear that the government’s advice has changed since yesterday.
The symptoms that we need to be looking out for are a new, and persistent cough, and a high temperature. This does not include “cold” symptoms such as a runny nose.

If you are unsure keep your child at home and get advice from NHS 111 before you decide to self isolate.

If you do self isolate this will now be for a period of 14 days and will include all members of the family. If you tell us that you are self isolating your children will not be permitted on the school site for 14 days, even if they are feeling well.

We have decided to take the step of isolating ourselves as a school community in so far as this is practical.

This means that on the run to our Easter Break we will not be taking part in any activities that involve large gathering of children, or adults, from outside our community (such as the hockey festival planned for Monday afternoon).

This also means that we will be cancelling visits to school from people who are not a normal part of our school community.

We believe this is a reasonable stance because we feel that we are able to trust the judgement of the people that we know, and because this will also allow us to function as normally as possible, with, for example, parents free to come in to school as they usually do.  

Our web-site can be viewed at www.bradworthyacademy.co.uk  and this will be used to keep you up-to-date with the situation as it develops.

Please note that, to avoid any confusion, this will be the main source of information; we will not for example be updating the Class Pages on Social Media regarding the Coronavirus so please do use our website.
You can get more information and official advice at the following web-address:

www.gov.uk/coronavirus, or by ringing the Department for Education helpline on 0800 0468687, between 8.00am and 6.00pm.


If you have any concerns please get in touch with us. 

I know you will appreciate the fact that much of this situation is beyond our control, however we will provide whatever support we can at this difficult time.

Yours sincerely

[image: image1.png]QS




Richard Stephenson (Headteacher Bradworthy Academy)

