Bradworthy Primary Academy

Spring and Summer 2020
COVID – 19
Context –

· children are likely to become infected with coronavirus (COVID-19) at roughly the same rate as adults, but the infection is usually mild

· the most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are a new, continuous cough or a high temperature (over 37.8 degrees)

· for the vast majority of children and staff, coronavirus (COVID-19) will not cause serious illness

From 20 March 2020, schools, colleges, nurseries, childminders, and other registered childcare settings in England, closed for all but the most vulnerable children and for children of critical workers.

It was announced on 23 March 2020 that the UK would enter a stricter period of social distancing, with people only allowed to leave home for very limited purposes. The UK-wide measures are intended to delay the spread of the virus – if the majority of the country are strictly self-isolating, this allows for some people to gather where that is necessary, whether it be in hospitals, food production facilities, or in schools or childcare settings.

This advice seeks to support staff working in schools, and other education and childcare settings, to deliver this approach in the safest way possible, focusing on measures they can put in place to help limit risk of the virus spreading within education and childcare settings.

Social Distancing in School

To help ensure that the risk of virus spread for both staff and children is as low as possible, in instances where school is open we will:

· tell children, parents, carers or any visitors, such as suppliers, not to enter the education or childcare setting if they are displaying any symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19)

· ensure that unnecessary travel on coaches, buses or public transport does not happen
· ensure class sizes reflect the numbers of teaching staff available and are kept as small as possible

· stagger lunch times, break times, and the movement of pupils around the school, to reduce large groups of children gathering

· discourage parents from gathering at school gates

· try to follow the social distancing guidelines 

Social distancing within education and childcare settings with very young children will be very hard to maintain. Staff should implement the above measures as far as they are able, whilst ensuring children are kept safe and well cared for within their settings.

We will:

· Ensure that attendance at school is kept to a minimum
· make sure anyone who is feeling ill stays at home 
· ensure all staff and children: 

wash their hands with soap and water for 20 seconds frequently

are encouraged not to touch their faces

use a tissue or elbow to cough or sneeze and use bins for tissue waste 
· ensure help is available for children and young people who have trouble washing their hands

· inform parents and communities about the measures that we are taking via our web-site and through e-mail

· engage parents and children in education through our web-site
· increase cleaning of surfaces in classrooms, including desks and handles, and within toilet blocks and changing rooms where these are in use 

· work with the local authority as well as with parents to decide how best to continue supporting  children and young people to stay healthy


Parents:
We will ask parents to:
· talk to their children about coronavirus (COVID-19), social distancing and handwashing

· follow guidance for households with possible coronavirus infection 

· do not gather at entrances or in playgrounds, and model social distancing so that their children learn good practice


Supervision of Children on Site

As an educational setting we have a clear duty to remain open for the children of key workers, and vulnerable children, where there are no other safe options for their care.

In the event of school closure we will organise a rota of staff who will be asked to take their turn in ensuring that we can remain open and provide this required service.

This rota will be available on the school web-site.

In the event that a member of staff is unexpectedly unavailable for duty on a given day, they must inform a member of our management team as soon as possible – an ideally with at least 24 hours notice.

Members of staff who consider themselves to be in a vulnerable group must inform a member of our management team as soon as possible and will not be asked to take a pat in this service.
In all instances at least two members of staff will be on duty on any given day.


Our before, and after, school childcare provision will not be available in the event of a school closure.
School hours will be from 8.40am until 3.50pm.

Staff on duty will be required provide the Headteacher with information about attendance each day, before 10.00am each morning. 

Parents will be expected to inform us that their child / children require childcare by the end of Friday of the week before this is required.
We will close at 9.30am in the event that there are no children in school and staff will be free to travel home.




Home Education
Members of our teaching staff will be required to provide activities and tasks for the children in their care to complete at home, and will provide support for this via our web-site.

Communication with Parents and Children 

Unless previously agreed by a member of our senior management team communication with parents and children will only take place via our “school blog-site” or through class e-mail addresses.
The parents of children in vulnerable groups will be contacted inline with our risk assessment. These details will be communicated to appropriate members of staff as necessary. 

Where there has been no communication with other children staff will attempt to make communication via class e-mail.

All concerns must be raised with members of our senior management team.

Safeguarding 
Information relating to safeguarding is available on our web-site.
Normal procedures for raising concerns will remain in place during any school closure.

Social Distancing in School:

Social Distancing in a Primary setting will be close to impossible in-so-far as the way in which children will interact with each other. Our site is overcrowded and there will be no realistic prospect of keeping children 2m apart from each other at any point in the school day, if more than a handful of children are on our site.

It may be possible for adults on site to maintain distance from pupils, however this must be taken in the context of the children’s safety.

The following advice from the DfE must be considered in this context:

As much as possible, children, young people and staff should be spaced apart at all times.

This means:

· sitting children at desks that are far apart

· ensuring everyone queues and eats further apart than normal

· keeping apart when in the playground or doing any physical exercise

· visiting the toilet one after the other

· staggering break times

· putting guidelines on the floor in corridors

· avoiding unnecessary staff gatherings

It has been acknowledged that social distancing for settings with very young children will be harder to maintain. Staff should implement the recommended measures as far as they are able, whilst ensuring children are kept safe and well cared for.

Staff should pay particular attention to handwashing before and after supporting children who need help with nappy changing, toileting or eating, as well as avoiding touching their own face whilst at work. Teachers and other staff may want to use age and developmentally appropriate ways to encourage children to follow social distancing, hand-washing and other guidance, including through games, songs and stories. They should encourage parents/carers to reinforce these messages at home, by asking them to remind their children.

As much as possible, settings should seek to prevent the sharing of food, drink, utensils, equipment and toys. Equipment, toys and surfaces should be cleaned and disinfected more frequently.
Personal Protection and Cleaning:

Scientific advice indicates that educational staff do not require personal protective equipment. This is needed by medical and care professionals providing specific close contact care, or procedures that create airborne risk, such as suctioning and physiotherapy, for anyone who has coronavirus (COVID-19), and is displaying symptoms.

If you are not providing this care to someone with the virus, and displaying symptoms, PPE is not needed. Asymptomatic people (people with the virus but not displaying symptoms) have a reduced viral load and so risk of transmission is considerably reduced.

The virus that causes COVID-19 is mainly transmitted through droplets generated when an infected person coughs, sneezes or speaks. These droplets are too heavy to hang in the air. They quickly fall on floors or surfaces. 

Advice indicates that normal cleaning regimes are sufficient to stop the spread of COVID-19 and we will ensure that areas of the school which are in use will continue to be cleaned on a daily basis.


After Work:

There is no need for stringent cleaning of people or clothes following a day in an educational setting. This is only required by medical and care professionals providing intimate care to people with coronavirus (COVID-19).
This document will be updated as additional information and guidance becomes available from the DfE and other sources.
