Bradworthy Primary Academy
Dear Parents,

Bad Weather
If the weather forecast is to believed we might actually get some snow this week and be plunged into “Snow-mageddon” with blizzards and twelve foot high snow drifts. I’m sure that we’ll all have run out of food by the middle of next week and will be facing frozen starvation.

We though it might be a good idea to give you some information about bad weather !

Obviously we will try and open as normal whatever the weather is doing, however in some circumstances school may not be able to open, or may have to close early.

If the school is unable to open there will be an announcement on local radio (Radio Devon and Heart FM) so please tune in for information.


You can also check the school web-site (although we obviously need an internet connection to post information here so it may not be up-dated quickly, especially if the closure happens first thing in the morning or if conditions are worse in Bradworthy than elsewhere).

Where possible we’ll also try and get information out on social media.


School can be contacted on 01409 241365 and we will do everything that we can to ensure that phones are manned if the weather is bad.

If you are not sure whether the school is open or not please ere on the side of caution and don’t send, or bring you children to school. 
Many of our families live some distance from school and this has obvious implications for travelling, especially down untreated country lanes.
We are unlikely to be able to give you any advice about whether your route to school is likely to be passable or safe and, although the police will probably provide advice which will be broadcast on the radio, you are the best person to make a judgement about whether or not it would be best to “have a day at home”.

If you have any doubt about whether or not it is safe to travel then please don’t send, or bring, your children in to school.
Should the school be forced to close during the day we will contact the parents of children outside the village by telephone as soon as we can so that arrangements can be made for them to get home.
If the weather looks bad please try and be close to a telephone so that you can answer if we ring.

Where possible the school bus will run early for those children who travel to school this way.

The school will not allow children to travel home early if we have not made contact with their parents or if we do not know that they are going to some other safe destination, for example a relative or close neighbour.

I’m sure you will agree that it is better for children to be safe in Bradworthy than risk the possibility of arriving home to find that no one is there and that they are unable to get inside.

If it starts to snow heavily, for example, and you think that it would be a good idea to come and collect your children early then please feel free to do so.

We’d obviously rather children were safely at home with you than stuck here in school with us ! 

I hope that this letter will answer any questions that you may have had and that it will enable you to make the correct decision about coming to school if the weather is poor.

Basically everyone’s safely is the key concern and as a school we will obviously support any decisions that you make which relate to this.

If there are any other issues that haven’t been covered here please feel free to get in touch.

Finally if it is there is snow on the ground and we’re open, and your child is coming into school please make sure that they bring “wellies” and gloves so that they can take part in the enormous snowball fight which will take place on the school field.

It would also be a good idea if someone brought a carrot for the snowman’s nose.

Yours sincerely

[image: image1.png]QS




Richard Stephenson (Headteacher Bradworthy Academy)

