Harrison Burgeron – Part Two

This is the start of the next part of the story:

A police photograph of Harrison Bergeron was flashed on the screen—upside down, then sideways, upside down again, then right side up. The picture showed the full length of Harrison against a background calibrated in feet and inches. He was exactly seven feet tall.

The rest of Harrison’s appearance was Halloween and hardware. Nobody had ever borne heavier handicaps. He had outgrown hindrances faster than the H-G men could think them up. Instead of a little ear radio for a mental handicap, he wore a tremendous pair of earphones, and spectacles with thick wavy lenses. The spectacles were intended not only to make him half blind, but to give him whanging headaches besides.

Scrap metal was hung all over him. Ordinarily, there was a certain symmetry, a military neatness to the handicaps issued to strong people, but Harrison looked like a walking junkyard. In the race of life, Harrison carried three hundred pounds.

And to offset his good looks, the H-G men required that he wear at all times a red rubber ball for a nose, keep his eyebrows shaved off, and cover his even white teeth with black caps at snaggletooth random.

“If you see this boy,” said the ballerina, “do not—I repeat, do not—try to reason with him.”

There was the shriek of a door being torn from its hinges.

Questions:

These question must be answered in full sentences.
1. How tall was Harrison ?

2. Use bullet points to make a list of his “handicaps”.

3. What does “Halloween and Hardware” mean ?

4. How mush weight was Harrison forced to carry ?

5. Why was Harrison forced to carry all of the weight ?

6. What did they do to Harrison to hide his “good looks” ?

7. Why did they want his “good looks” hidden ?

8. What did the ballerina warn ?

9. Describe Harrison’s entry into the television studio.

Creative Writing:

Write the story from the point where Harrison bursts into the TV studio.

Write it from Harrison’s point of view in the first person. You don’t have to write the whole of the rest of the story – just the next 200 words or so.

Make sure you write about what Harrison is thinking and feeling as well as writing about what he is doing.

