
Class 5 and Class 6 Art.



Drawing.

Drawing is seen to be a vital skill in almost every area of art, whether you are using a pencil, a paint brush or any other tool that will leave a mark on your paper or any other surface you may wish to use. I think that the main difference between drawing and painting is the importance of ‘line’. We generally use line to make the shapes of objects when we draw but often these objects look flat because we use an even line. We need to be able to make a line that can vary in intensity.  Can you find interesting things that will make a mark or variety of marks and experiment with them. I have made a few suggestions below. 

You will need to check what you are allowed to use at home! Be careful!

A stick in wet sand or in mud.
Chalk on a stone or a piece of wood.
A stone on a larger stone.
Wet mud on concrete. You could pour it or use a broom or anything else you think may work.
Try using pencils on different surfaces such as bits of stone or wood or fabric.
Sponges will leave interesting marks on many surfaces and will vary according to how wet or dry they are. Try using a dry sponge on a wet surface or a wet sponge into a wet surface. You could use paint if you have it.
A nail on a stone.

You can always use a combination of different marks.

I want you to go online and look at some of the paintings and drawings that are found in the caves of Lascaux in France. They are 20,000 years old but they were only discovered around eighty years ago. The artists used the natural features of the rock to help them. They made their own colours from natural things they found around them. They may have used tubes to blow the paint at the walls of the caves. Many of the cave paintings are of animals and of human figures and are to do with hunting.

Try doing lots of different drawings and then photograph them as soon as you think they are finished - especially if they are outside. You may like to photograph a drawing done in the mud over a period of time - as it slowly vanishes. Maybe include something in your photographs that shows the scale of your drawings. Notice the ’s’ on the end of the word drawing!

Now the tricky bit. I want your drawings to be about/of you involved in the act of doing the drawing itself! The more ‘action’ required to do the drawing, the easier this will be! Could you do a life size drawing or even bigger? This will involve moving around the drawing as you create it. Many of the Lascaux paintings show animals in motion. 

Have fun and make sure you post the results. I look forward to seeing them.

