THE ROAD NOT TAKEN

By Robert Frost

Robert Frost [ 1874-1963 ] was the American equivalent of a Poet Laureate. He has been called America’s favourite poet. 

Like Ted Hughes, he lived and worked on a farm and most of his poems are about working on the land, Nature and life in the countryside.

So what do you think of this poem? Look at the rhyme scheme. Can you see a picture in your mind?

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,

And sorry I could not travel both

And be one traveler, long I stood

And looked down one as far as I could

To where it bent in the undergrowth;

Then took the other, as just as fair,

And having perhaps the better claim,

Because it was grassy and wanted wear;

Though as for that the passing there

Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally lay

In leaves no step had trodden black.

Oh, I kept the first for another day!

Yet knowing how way leads on to way,

I doubted if I should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sigh

Somewhere ages and ages hence:

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—

I took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.

This poem is all about the ‘journey through life [that’s a metaphor I hear you cry!]. 

As you travel along you come to many forks in the path where you have to make a decision [this is what is called an extended metaphor because it goes on for quite a while]. If you had taken a different path the way may have been easier or harder and the journey would have turned out differently. Often when we look back on our lives we think “if only I hadn’t done that” or “I wish I could have another go, I would do it differently.” 

The rhyme scheme goes ABAAB. Do you think that works?

So..now its your turn. Imagine you have to chose one path and not the other. Describe the path. Where do you think you might end up? Who might you meet? What obstacles might there be to slow you down and what delights to be encountered?

Write a poem using the same rhyme scheme about your journey. 

At least three verses would be good to do it properly but write as much as you like. 

