The Harvest Moon by Ted Hughes

Ted Hughes [1930-98] was Poet Laureate from 1984 until he died in 1998. He owned a farm on Dartmoor and was a friend of Michael Morpurgo.

A lot of his poems are about animals and life in the countryside.

A harvest moon is a large, oddly coloured moon that we sometimes see in the summer or autumn. 

We have talked about alliteration when you start lots of words with the same sound but in this poem notice how Hughes uses ‘assonance’ which is when you repeat a sound [usually vowel sounds] in the middle or end of words.

Underline all the ‘oo’ sounds.

What do you notice about the rhyme scheme?

What do you think of the similes? Underline them.

What sort of picture does Hughes paint in your head?  (at least 50 words)
Explain why you like, or dislike, this poem?  (at least 50 words)
The Harvest Moon
The flame-red moon, the harvest moon,
Rolls along the hills, gently bouncing,
A vast balloon,
Till it takes off, and sinks upward
To lie on the bottom of the sky, like a gold doubloon.
The harvest moon has come,
Booming softly through heaven, like a bassoon.
And the earth replies all night, like a deep drum.

So people can't sleep,
So they go out where elms and oak trees keep
A kneeling vigil, in a religious hush.
The harvest moon has come!

And all the moonlit cows and all the sheep
Stare up at her petrified, while she swells
Filling heaven, as if red hot, and sailing
Closer and closer like the end of the world.

Till the gold fields of stiff wheat
Cry `We are ripe, reap us!' and the rivers
Sweat from the melting hills.

