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Many problems in mathematics are easier to solve w
letters are used instead of numbers.

This is called using algebra.
In balance puzzles the scales balance and the symbols O, /\ and [

represent weights.

hen symbols or

On the balance O and A represent weights
Find O if A = 5 for this balance puzzle

Clearly for these scales to balance exactly, then O = 10

Exercise 1
Copy each diagram and find the value of the required symbol.
1. Find [0 if A = 4. R Eindi@nit A — 10 3. Find Q if [J = 4.
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4. Find [ if A = 12. 5 Fod O i =2 6. Find A if (=%
7 Eindildl i O =8 8. Find A if [li=l5, 9. Find A if O = 14
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[image: image2.jpg]10. Find 2\ G =0 11. Find [ if A = 8. 12: Find Ll @ =

13. Find A if [ = 14. 140 Find @it AV=SI{} 15. Find O if [1 =9.
16. Find A if [1 = 11. 17 Find @ if ] — 218 18. Find [ if O = 8.
19. Find O if A =6. 20. Find O if [] =5.
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