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*Nobody cares see? Nobody gives a toss’ (p.45, Ginger). Discuss the varying attitudes to
homelessness, both in the novel and in real life.

Reasons why people become homeless:

% Problems at home - alcoholic parents, abuse, neglect, parents who can't cope any longer, unhappy in
local autnority care, thieving from family to feed addiction etc

% Problems at school — causing disruption, being suspended or expelled, drug and alcohol abuse, etc

Aftitudes towards homeless people

Disgust
Embarrassed when homeless people try to make conversation or ask for money

Self inflicted — Link chose to leave home

Dossers who don't want work - Vince tells Link to find a job

Addicts who have no one else to blame but themselves for the situation that they are in

They are comfortable with the way that they live and wouldn't accept a house if they were offered one
anyway

Understanding that some of these people are left with lite alternative but to live on the streets
Admiration for those who sell the Big Issue — they are trying to earn a wage and better themselves

BRI





1.
Explain the difference between fact and opinion.

2.
Explain what bias is, giving at least one fully explained example which indicates both the bias and the situation as it actually is.

3.
Explain what the book means when they call someone a “solcredulist”.
4.
What is the opposite to a “solcredulist”?

5.
Write a balanced argument which relates to homelessness and which follows   the following structure:

· An introduction which explains the issue without giving an opinion but which does consider the issues in a balanced way.

· The argument from the point of view of a “solcredulist”.

· The argument from the point of view of a “non-solcredulist”.

· A conclusion which gives your opinion based on what you have already written.
