Macbeth by William Shakespeare
Year Six Writing Task

After the horror of seeing Banquo’s Ghost, Macbeth is terrified and vulnerable.

“Blood will have Blood ….”

He returns to the witches ……
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Part One -
The first part of your writing task is all about Macbeth walking towards the witches.

He is moving through a deep forest.

It is night and in the distance he can see lights and the witches. 
(Most of the children will have already done this part in school and with any luck they will have photocopied their writing, as asked, and brought it home to help them)

Part Two -
The second part of your writing involves Macbeth, the Witches and an Apparition (or demon) which they have raised with magic.

This part of you writing will need a mixture of speech and description (because speech must have description !!!).

When you are writing the speech you MUST use Shakespeare’s words. Please choose the words you want to use. Don’t copy out every line of the script – choose the best lines and use these.

For example: 

Macbeth stood in the darkness of the forest. He looked at the clearing in front of him. Light from the fire danced all around him casting terrible shadows that made him want to run.

The witches danced slowly around their cauldron. Their withered and decaying bodies twisted and turned as they chanted their spell.

One of the witches raised her head.
Her hideous face, her terrible dark eyes and her outstretched skeletal fingers pointed toward Macbeth.

“By the pricking of my thumbs,” she cackled. “Something wicked this way comes.”

A terrible knocking sound echoed through the forest.

“Open, locks, whoever knocks!” she screamed.

Macbeth breathed deeply and stepped forward …..

ADVICE ABOUT WRITING THIS BIT –
The play has three demons. They each give Macbeth one of prophecy.
It will be much easier, and more dramatic, if you have only one demon who gives all three prophecies.

This will also save you writing a couple of hundred words !
Part Three -
The third part of this piece of writing is all about Macbeth walking away from the witches.

The witches have just vanished and he is in complete darkness.

He is thinking about the following things:

· That we will never be killed.
· That he will never be defeated until Great Birnam Wood walks.
· That he should be afraid of Macduff.
Remember that he has decided to kill Macduff, Macduff’s wife, his children and everyone in his family and who knows him.


This piece of writing needs to be between 300 and 400 words long.
