Macbeth by William Shakespeare (C.1605)
1.
Explain what ambition is.

2.
Give an example of when ambition is a good and positive thing.

3.
Give an example that shows that ambition can also be a negative force.

4.
Macbeth is already the Thane of Glamis.

In the next part of the play he receives a letter form King Duncan that he is going to make Macbeth the Thane of Cawdor as well.

Explain how this links to the start of the play.   
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King Duncan comes to visit Macbeth and his wife, Lady Macbeth. He is accompanied by his two sons and a train of nobles and servants as well as his soldiers.

“Lady Macbeth greets him with loyal smiles and humble curtsies.

Duncan says, “Conduct me to mine host: we love him highly.”

Later on there is a banquet to honour the royal guest. A door opens and Macbeth comes un-noticed into the party. He is deeply disturbed. He speaks with his wife.

5.
Change King Duncan’s speech into modern English and explain why he is saying this.

6.
What are “loyal smiles and humble curtsies”?

7.
The picture shows lady Macbeth.


Think about what has happened earlier in the play.


Explain what you think may be going on in the picture.

Write the private conversation / argument that Macbeth and his wife have in a quiet corner of the banquet.

You can use either modern English or you can have a go at using Shakespeare’s language if you want something more challenging.

Remember if you are writing speech you must also write description.

Write between 150 and 200 words.  

